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Abstract

Neoliberalism and Challenges of Korean Higher
Education Policy

Byung Shik Rhee

Yonsei University

Advanced countries worldwide have initiated higher education reforms aligned with
neoliberalism to strengthen their national competitiveness. Korea also joined the global
tide over the last decade by way of implementing deregulations and stressing the role
of market in the higher education sector. The current government administration
continues to take this approach in a more aggressive way. Not a few scholars in
Korea have criticized the move toward neoliberalism in higher education policies or
reforms as approach detrimental to social equity and democracy. This paper, however,
points out the limitations of the current scholarly discussions on neoliberalism and
higher education policy in our nation. It argues that we should pay attention to the
compatibility among the policy environment, system design, and work processes rather
than the role of government itself. Adopting Richardson et al.'s general model of
higher education systems, the compatibility among the three policy levels was to be
investigated. This study found that the role of government switching toward the
consumer advocacy and steering was not in harmony with the segmented system of
governance, and work processes were mixed in practice. The paper discussed several
policy challenges resulting from the mismatch among the three levels, and the
applicability of the American model to the analysis of Korean higher education

system.

[Keyword] Neoliberalism, Higher Education Policy, Role of Government, Governance
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