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Abstract

Trends of policy studies in foreign higher education Research Institutes:
Research topic analysis

Byun, Ki-Yong (Korea University)
Lee, Suk-Yeol (Namseoul University)
Kim, Su-Hong (Korea University)

This study is aiming to analyze higher education policy studies published from
2000 to 2009 around the world in order to understand research trends and to draw
some useful implications on future higher education policy making and research in
Korea. To achieve this goal, 438 policy studies from 14 higher education research
institutes and international organizations were selected and analyzed by topic,
period, and region based on the classification scheme developed by the authors.
The results of the analyses show that student related topics, in particular
equity/access issue, were the most frequently studied topic, followed by quality
assurance for cross—border education. In addition, the reviews of national higher
education systems and comparative policy studies also attracted considerable
attention in the context of growing importance of globalization. This overall trend,
however, varied depending upon the regions, and study periods concerned in the
study. The findings of the study suggest that the directions of the future Korean
higher education policy studies put more focus on (1) institutional issues rather
than system-level ones and also on (2) potential policy issues that may emerge in

the future Korean society, not just limited to currently challenged issues.

Key words: higher education, policy study, trends of higher education

research, study topic
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