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a1 9lat, OECDS World Bank & A4 7]l M= tietu53} A2 AE& ofgA Fr3]
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Ao AFAZL Tt A, T, oW WA o R, T8l off A} stellA B Aw s
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WAL F8e =24 A, Elmore, 2004; Darling-Hammond, 2007; Burke, 2005;
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A Critical Analysis on the Current Accountability Mechanisms
in Korean Higher Education*

Byun, Kiyong™
Seo, Kyunghwa™
Nam, Miza™

Lee, Suji™™
Kim, Heeyun
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Liu, Xinlei
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In the context where social demands for higher education accountability are higher than
ever before, this study aims to draw useful implications for the direction of the future
accountability policies by conducting a critical analysis on the current accountability
mechanisms in Korean higher education. To achieve this goal, the study first develops, through
an extensive literature review, an analytical framework to investigate accountability mechanisms
in Korean higher education. The effectiveness of the current higher education accountability
mechanisms is then thoroughly examined based on the following three dimensions: (1) the
accountor (those who are responsible for) and means to achieve accountability; (2) perspectives
(political/ bureaucratic, market, and professional); and (3) societal context. The results indicate
that the professional mechanisms are least developed compared to the political/bureaucratic
and the market forms of accountability mechanisms. It is also found that the current
accountability mechanisms are not sufficient enough to fully consider a recent higher education
paradigm shift reflecting drastic societal changes over the past two decades or so. In conclusion,
this study argues that, firstly, it is necessary to establish an appropriate governance system
where the representatives of the government, market, and professionals (universities) are
brought together to set the long-term goals of higher education, balancing different views of
these three different parties in the society. Secondly, strengthening professional accountability
mechanisms while at the same time introducing measures to avoid “professionals’ failures”

should be considered. Thirdly, given different characteristics, missions, and capabilities of the
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institutions, more flexible accountability mechanisms need to be introduced and further utilized.

Key words: higher education, accountability, accountability mechanism, accountability policy,

types of accountability, Korea
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